
APPLICATION FOR 
COUNCIL INTERIM 
APPOINTMENT 

STATE OF UTAH 
COUNTY OF CACHE 

}ss. 

LOGAN 
CITY u N I T E D I N s E R V I C E 

Emerson James 
I,-------- ----------------------- ------

(Print name) 

declare my intention of becoming a candidate for the office of Interim Council Member (remaining term 
until January 1, 2022). 

I do solemnly swear that: 
• I do meet the qualifications to hold the office, both legally and constitutionally, if selected. 

• 1042 Bonneville Ave I reside at _______________________ , in the City of Logan, 
County of Cache, State of Utah, Zip Code 84321 Phone No. 303-929-7221 
The mailing address that I designate for receiving information is: 

1043 Bonneville Ave 

Logan, UT 84341 

I give permission to the City of Logan to release my phone number and address as they appear on this 
application. 

Signature of Applicant 

NOTE: The constitutional and statutory qualification requirements for municipal office are: 
1. The person is a registered voter in the municipality. 
2. The person will be at least 18 years old at the time of the appointment. 
3. The person has been a legal resident of the municipality or a resident of a recently annexed area for 

12 consecutive months immediately preceding the date of the appointment. 
4. Any mentally incompetent person, any person convicted of a felony, or any person convicted of treason 

or a crime against the elective franchise may not hold office in this state until the right to vote or hold 
elective office is restored as provided by statute (see UCA 20A-2-101.5). 

Cell: 
3 03-929-7221 

Email: emij ame@gmail.com 



2 October 2020 

Logan City Council Members, 

My name is Emerson James. I am writing to you regarding the open appointment for the Logan 

City Council. 

For the past year, I have served as a technical writer for C. Price Transcription, a local business that 

provides transcription services for Utah cities. As a writer, I receive the audio of City Council 

meetings and work sessions from various cities across the state and transcribe the conversation that 

ultimately become the public record for those meetings. 

Where I initially took the job as a means to put my technical writing skills to use, in the over 200 

hours I have spent carefully listening to the issues that face cities, I have developed a strong 

appreciation for the role of City Councils and staff in maintaining the wellness oflocal communities. 

Time and time again, I hear councils and staff truly trying to understand the needs of residents and 

their communities and to meet those needs (and at times competing interests) in a manner that is 

civil and fair. In a big and divisive world, it is work that deserves respect. Further, the hours I have 

heard councils and staff discuss master plans, development projects, property acquisition and surplus, 

parks and trails, impact fees, taxes, and utility services have changed the way that I see and appreciate 

the services of my own community. I could continue to learn about how cities and local 

governments operate by listening to the dialogue of Draper and American Fork, my two primary 

clients, but I would prefer to offer that time in service to Logan, my own city. 

While I have not served in governance before, I have had diverse work experience, much of which 

has been focused on serving people and the local community. My varied career background, 

documented in my resume, demonstrates my ability to learn about a variety of issues and 

perspectives. I look forward to learning more and the opportunity to serve my community in this 

new way. 

My best, 

Emerson James 
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EMERSON JAMES 
1042 Bonneville Ave I Logan, UT 843411 emijame@gmail.com I 303.929.7221 

EDUCATION 

Master's of Science 
English 
Emphasis: Creative Nonfiction 
Utah State University 
Fall 2019 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Lay Leader I Adult Religious Education Director 
Cache Valley Un itarian Universalist 
January 2020 - Present 

Bachelor's of Science 
Environmental Stewardship 
Applied Communications 
McPherson College 
2013 

Worship Coordinator 
Cache Valley Unitarian Universalist 
July 2015 - May 2016 

Cache Valley Unitarian Universalists is an ideologically diverse, lay-led congregation without a 
full-time minister. As Lay Leader and Director of Adult Religious Education (RE), I maintained 
many of the leadership responsibilities of a minister through the organizing and implementation of 
CVUU's weekly worship services, Adult RE offerings, and congregational communication. My 
specific responsibilities entail: 

• Offering one full sever per month, including the writing and delivery of an original homily 
• Coordination of CVUU's 25'h Anniversary Lecture Series in partnership with USU's 

Religious Studies Department 
• Providing diverse Adult RE offerings such as Tapestry of Faith Programs, reading and 

discussion groups, and one-time trainings 
• Facilitating CVUU's strategic planning 
• Attendance and involvement in organizational decisions at board meetings 
• Communicating worship, religious exploration, and service opportunities to congregants in 

addition to other congregational logistics 
• Collaboration with other Unitarian Universalist congregations throughout the state 
• Developing and deploying technologies and system to maintain organizational functions 

virtually during the COVID-19 pandemic 
• Mentoring other staff 

Technical Writer 
C. Price Transcription 
January 2020 - Present 

As a technical writer for C. Price Transcription I receive the recordings of meetings of various City 
Councils across the state of Utah and transcribe the dialogue to serve as the meeting minutes and 
public record. In this job I: 
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• Listened to over 200 hours of city council meetings and work sessions. 
• Understood various city processes and issues including changes to city codes and ordinances, 

master planning, development projects, property acquisition and surplus, parks and trails, 
impact fees, taxes, and utility services to name a few. 

• Gained insight on how different cities are managed based on their location, growth & 
development, and values of residents. 

Former & Baker 
Crumb Brothers Artisan Bread 
May 2019 - October 2019 

A home baker of artisan and multi-day bread for more than a decade, I wanted professional baking 
experience. I got this at Crumb Brothers where I worked on both the pastry and bread teams. My 
responsibilities entailed: 

• Mixing of pastry doughs such as cookies, scones and muffins. 
• Forming of the week's 1,000+ pastries. Pastry types included croissants (regular, almond, 

chocolate and ham & cheese), danishes (sweet & savory), quiches, pull aparts, cinnamon rolls, 
scones, muffins, biscotti, cookies, and macaroons. 

• Morning and night bakes and finishing work of pastries for the restaurant and farmer's 
market. 

• Scaling and forming of daily breads. Shapes included baguettes, batards, boules, buns 
(ciabatta and hamburger) and focaccia. 

• Kitchen prep for the cafe. 

Graduate Student & Instructor 
Department of English I Utah State University 
August 2018 - December 2019 

I obtained my master's of science in English with an emphasis in creative nonfiction. My thesis, 
Artisan: On Bread and a Meaningful Life, utilized four aspects of the bread baking process-kneading, 
shaping, rising, and communion-to explore four aspects oflife: work, the body, love and the sacred. 
As a result I spent two and a half years baking (at home and professionally) and thinking about why 
it was that I am happiest when bread is in my life. During the course of my study, I also serve as a 
graduate instructor. In this role I: 

• Served as the instructor for four sections of English 1010 and two sections for English 2010 
• Created curriculum and weekly lesson plans that allowed students to explore topics of interest 

to them across different genres and applications and aligned with Utah State's general 
education requirements and national composition instructional goals 

• Maintained open office hours and held conferences with students 
• Modeled active listening and question based dialogue to promote respectful discourse when 

different backgrounds and opinions were present 
• Managed course Canvas pages 
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• Provided guidance and feedback on student writing through instruction, individual 
conferences, peer workshops, strong rubrics, and comments on assignments 

• Had knowledge of pedagogical approaches and areas of focus within composition 

Lead Project Manager 
Project Management and Communications 
Utah State University 
August 2016 -August 2018 

Communications Assistant 
Project Management and Communications 
Utah State University 
September 2014 - August 2016 

In my position as a project manager I directed and oversaw several of Research and Graduate Studies' 
core professional development and outreach projects, served as the direct supervisor to the eight 
members of the research team, and maintained a portfolio of my own projects. My functions and 
tasks included the following: 

• Maintained email marketing campaigns, wrote website copy, and drafted email 
communications for high-level administrators. 

• Coached 60+ faculty and students in communicating their research to a layperson audience 
through presentations for TEDxUSU, Ignite USU, and USU's Sunrise Sessions 

• Collaborated on poster content and design with 100 undergraduate students in preparation 
for them to share their research at Utah's capitol 

• Reviewed, interviewed, hired and on boarded five full-time and eleven student employees 
and participated in bi-annual performance reviews 

• Maintained multiple budgets exceeding $30,000 
• Oversaw implementation of the eight events that combine to make USU's Research Week 

including the Student Research Symposium, USU's day-long conference that highlights the 
research of 400+ graduate and undergraduate students 

• Co-directed TEDxUSU Lift and Movement, leading a 15+ member team and ensuring 
compliance with the national TED organization's regulations 

Cheese Maker & Cave Manager 
Rockhill Creamery 
June 2014 - Present 

The Rockhill Creamery is a micro dairy located in northern Utah. Our farmstead, alpine style 
cheeses are all made with whole, raw milk in batches of about 100 gallons. From 2014-2015 I 
worked as Rockhill's live-in apprentice contributing to both the farm and creamery sides of the 
business. I've continued to work at Rockhill in various capacities since. Over the years my 
responsibilities have entailed: 

• Executing efficiency and cleanliness while milking six cows multiple times a week 
• Hauling and transferring milk 
• Leading and assisting in the cheese making process. This includes receiving milk, warming, 

culturing, adding rennet, cutting the curd, cooking the curd, loading cheese hoops, pressing, 
brining and transferring final wheels to the cheese cave 
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• Cleaning and sanitizing the creamery following cheese makes in accordance with health 
code standards 

• Ensuring successful aging of cheese through weekly cleanings of the cheese cave and 
monitoring its temperature and humidity 

• Selling products at the local farmer's market 

Field Technician 
The Land Institute I University of Puerto Rico I Utah State University 
May 2012 - May 2014 

Drawing on my undergraduate degree in Environmental Stewardship my initial work experience 
was in ecology working on three different projects: the development of a perennial alternative to 
wheat, Kernza, at the Land Institute in Salina, Kansas; as a field/research assistant in Peter Adler's 
plant ecology lab at Utah State University where I collected data used in large-scale climate change 
modeling; and as field technician for one of the NSF's long-term ecological research projects, where 
I studied the recovery of tropical rainforests following two major hurricanes on the island of Puerto 
Rico. 
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